	What's the best way to celebrate your birthday?
Yugo on the road, of course

By Phil Burgess, NHRASportCompact.com
05/20/02 


Dave Benton will take his Yugo on the road this summer. He has taken it from its stock 21-second configuration into the 14-second zone, from 53 horsepower to 115.
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Sport compact drag racing is perceived by many to be a sport for young people. Don't tell that to Dave Benton, the owner, builder and driver of Underdog Racing Yugo. Benton will celebrate his 66th birthday this summer on the road, somewhere in Texas and far from his East Coast base. 
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Benton is beginning his 11th year of racing this season, having shepherded the Yugo from its stock 21-second configuration into the 14-second zone by warming over the tiny 1.3-liter engine to now produce about 115 horsepower – more than double its original output of 52! – with no power adders. 
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The power boost largely was achieved by porting and polishing the head and valves, having the engine balanced, and the addition of a windage tray and electric water pump. He had Crane custom-grind a camshaft and feeds the fuel through a pair of Weber 2-barrel progressive carbs atop a homemade intake. The Yugo weighs just 1490 pounds with him aboard and has cranked a best performance of 14.785 at 89.98 mph. 
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Benton also races in the SCCA National Tour and won the F/SP-D/SP Solo 2 class points championship in the North New Jersey SCCA 1998-2000. Unfortunately this car was totaled when he flipped and rolled it in a Solo. It has been replaced by a new Yugo for the 2002 season.
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"The only things I didn't do by hand myself were balance the engine, grind the camshaft and mill the head," said Benton. "In the 11 years that I have raced I have raced in heavy brackets, with the BIG boys and import racing since they started at Atco Raceway about 10 years ago. I have won about 90 trophies and some prize money." 
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The Underdog has been in about a dozen magazines and news papers across the country, most notably the front page of the Wall Street Journal (May 25, 1999) and in January 2001 issue of Hot Rod Magazine. 
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After a spring spent on the East Coast, including appearances at the NHRA Summit Sport Compact Drag Racing Series events in Englishtown and Atco, Benton will head west June 17 bound for Texas and parts beyond, flat-towing his drag race machine and the '88 Yugo that he also races in SCCA Solo 2; he was the North New Jersey Points Championship in that class three years in a row. He'll also hit events in Arizona and Kansas, before heading home Aug. 23 for another round of drag and SCCA racing. 



	


